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UM HISTORY LECTURE FOCUSES ON THE TELEGRAPH 
MISSOULA —
An upcoming University of Montana history lecture will discuss how the telegraph 
helped drive westward expansion of the United States.
Elliott West, Distinguished Professor of History at the University of Arkansas, will 
present “The Telegraph and the Creation of the West” at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 22, in 
Gallagher Building Room 123.
The free event is the Second Annual Hammond Lecture in Western/Environmental 
History. It is sponsored by the UM history department’s Hammond Endowment and the 
O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
West is a specialist in the social and environmental history of the American West. He 
has twice been chosen as his university’s teacher of the year, and he is the author of five books, 
including “Growing Up With the Country: Childhood on the Far Western Frontier” (1989), 
“The Way to the West: Essays on the Central Plains” (1995), and “The Contested Plains: 
Indians, Goldseekers and the Rush to Colorado” (1998).
West also is the winner of the Francis Parkman Prize and the Organization of American 
Historians Ray Allen Billington Prize.
For more information call the O ’Connor center at (406) 243-7700.
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